
From: 
Sent: 

Roy Seneca/R3/USEPAIUS 
1/10/2012 4:02:56 PM 

To: Shawn Garvin/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; William Early/R3/USEPA/US; Ron Borsellino/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; 
Daniel Ryan/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Terri-A White/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Michael 
Kulik/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Jennie Saxe/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Stacie Driscoii/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; David 
Sternberg/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Dennis Carney/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Amy 
Johansen/R3/USEPA/US@EPA; Michael DAndrea/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 

CC: 
Subject: Scranton Times-Tribune (1-10) DEP head calls EPA knowledge of Dimock 'rudimentary' 

DEP head calls EPA knowledge of Dimock 'rudimentary' 
By laura Legere (Staff Writer) 
Published: January 10,2012 

Federal regulators have only a "rudimentary" understanding of the facts and history of gas drilling's impact on water 
supplies in Dimock Twp., Pennsylvania's head environmental regulator wrote in a letter Thursday as the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency considered beginning its own sampling of tainted wells in the township. 

In the letter to EPA Region 3 Administrator Shawn Garvin, state Department of Environmental Protection Secretary 
Michael Krancer said his agency is ready to help the EPA get "up to speed" on the situation in Dimock since it is "clear 
that EPA is really at the very early stages of its learning curve" regarding the "technical facts" and "enforcement history" 
there. 

Read the letter HERE 

The letter was first posted on NPR's State Impact Pennsylvania website Monday night. 

It was sent to all members of the Pennsylvania Congressional delegation. 

Mr. Krancer cited the EPA's controversial preliminary finding linking tracking to contamination of Pavilion, Wyo. water 
supplies. 

"Suffice it to say that we hope that EPA's efforts here not be marked by the same rush to conclusions and other 
deficiencies here as it was and continues to be with respect to the Pavilion matter," he wrote. 

An EPA spokeswoman did not immediately return a request for comment Tuesday morning. 

Dimock has been one of the most prominent sites in the debate over the safety of Marcellus Shale drilling and 
development since 2009, when state regulators determined that faulty Cabot Oil and Gas Corp. wells were responsible for 
methane contamination affecting 19 homes. Cabot has said natural conditions, not its operations, caused the 
contamination in that case. 

Cabot halted bulk and bottled water deliveries to the homes on Dec. 1 after the state said the company had met the 
relevant terms of a December 2010 settlement over the contamination - including offering to install methane removal 
systems that many residents have rejected saying they do not remove metals and other contaminants in their water. 

Federal environmental regulators reopened their investigation of Dimock water wells on Dec. 29 after first declaring on 
Dec. 2 that outside water tests showed the well water posed no "immediate health threat." 

The agency reviewed Cabot water tests released after the Dec. 2 announcement and became "concerned about" the 
number of water wells potentially affected, data gaps in the water sampling, and if residents have access to proper 
treatment systems or alternate water supplies. 

On Friday, several EPA officials called to arrange emergency deliveries of bulk water to several Dimock residents who 
were running out of supplies, then retracted the promise on Saturday. 

EPA spokeswoman Terri White said in a statement Monday: "We're actively reviewing the situation in Dimock and filling 
information gaps. We're evaluating next step including sampling some of the residences' well water. We have not made a 
decision to provide water at this time. As soon as we have more, we will announce it." 
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EPA Region 3 Press Officer 
Office of Public Affairs 
seneca.roy@epa.gov 
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